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WHAT ARE THE ABAs? 

The ABAs, or to give it its full name, The Sussex Coast Schools Amazing Book 

Awards, is a book award set up at the start of 2011 by a small group of school 

librarians from West Sussex. The group felt that secondary school students, 

particularly those in years nine and ten, were so often overlooked by those bigger 

book awards, which frequently aim themselves at students in lower years. The ABAs 

is a chance to let the students take control. Although we, with the help of the 

publishers and nominations from participating school librarians, create the 

long long list, the students choose the long list and then a shortlist of 5 and also 

vote for their favourites. There is no overall veto or “panel vote”, the books chosen 

by the students are the winners. 

The Shortlist will be announced on 3rd March, World Book Day.  We will read all 5 books and 

then vote for our favourite.  The winner will be announced at a fabulous presentation evening 

on Friday 17th June.  Everyone is invited along to meet the authors. 

At the moment we just need to vote for what books we would like to see on the shortlist.  You 

don’t have to have read them, just look at the blurb on the following pages and let us know the 

5 you would like to put forward.  Students from all participating schools do this and the ones 

with the most votes form the shortlisted titles. 





















Vote for the 5 books you would like to 
see on the shortlist 

 

 

Votes must be in by Friday 18th February – 

email LRC@worthinghigh.net 





 

If you are a fan in another year and would like to attend please can you speak to 

Miss Phelan or Mrs Langley. 

Book Orders 

Books can be purchased directly from Chris Bradford and you can get them personally signed on the day.  If you 

have your own books, you can also bring those along. 

The best way to order books is via the website, this way you are guaranteed to get the ones you want.  Please go 

to the website and make sure your order is linked to Worthing High School.  They will then be waiting for you at 

the author talk.  You can pay cash on the day if you wish, but not all books may be available.   

www.burningcandle.co.uk 

You will notice there are many offers on there, don’t forget to add your promotional code for discounts.  See 

book order form for further details. 









 

 

Top Ten Reads  -  January 

1. Three Hours – Rosamund Lupton 

2. Ways to Live Forever – Sally Nicholls 

3. Life on the Refrigerator Door – Alice  Kuipers 

  

4. Robin Hood – Robert Muchamore 

5. Say Her Name – Juno Dawson 

6. Gone – Michael Grant 

7. Wonder – R J Palaccio 

8. Viper – Bex Hogan 

9. 
 

10. 

Everything, Everything – Nicola Yoon 

  

Maze Runner – James Dashner 



 

 

Mrs Langley’s Book of the Month 

 

 

Mrs Langley’s Book of the Month 

For fans of Alex Rider, Young Bond and Cherub, this exciting action-adventure is 

the first children's book by astronaut Tim Peake and bestselling author Steve Cole, 

and it's based on space-age science and technology. 

When Danny is kidnapped by Adi - who can run through brick walls and make cars 

drive on water - he realises that all humans are in danger. Adi is part of a super-

advanced hive mind, the Swarm, which intends to protect the Earth from the 

environmental catastrophe caused by the human race. 

 

Adi - Alien Digital Intelligence in the form of a girl - can bend the laws of physics and 

control digital data, but as a digital being she wants to know what it's like to be 

human. Which is where Danny comes in. 

 

But what exactly is the 'help' the secretive Swarm is offering? Can Danny and his 

friend Jamila help Adi stop the Swarm Agents and give humanity a second chance?  



 

 

New Additions 

A powerful and heart-breaking novel about three childhood friends living during the Second 
World War whose fates are closely intertwined, even when their lives take very different 

courses. 

Inspired by a true story, this is the perfect read for fans of The Book Thief and Anne Frank's 
The Diary of a Young Girl. Vienna, 1936. Elsa, Leo and Max have always been best friends, a 

special team of three. 

Then the Nazis come. As a growing darkness descends around them, Leo and Elsa run for 
their lives, taking two very different paths across Europe. And Max, once their closest friend, 

now becomes the enemy as he is drawn into the Hitler Youth. 

Will the friends ever find their way back to each other? 

According to the rule, Freddie has to say "yes". Freddie is unremarkable - too unremarkable. 
He doesn't stand out in any way, and in fact teachers and fellow students keep forgetting who 
he is.  Even his mum thinks he's a disappointment, and spends almost all her time at work, 
producing a TV show. After a particularly awful night when he embarrasses himself in front of 
Jasper Perry (the gorgeous teen star of his mum's new show), Freddie decides to follow a 
new, proactive philosophy designed to transform his social and romantic life: saying 'yes' to 
every opportunity. It works! Freddie finds himself auditioning for the school musical (Grease), 
actually going to parties, and flirting with hot new boy Zach!  He's becoming a whole new 
Freddie - maybe even one that his mum might be proud of. But the path to love is never 
smooth, and sometimes getting things very wrong is an important part of figuring out what - 
and who - you really want.  

Tom's family have moved into their dream home. 

But pretty soon he starts to notice that something is very wrong - there are strange messages 

written on the wall and locks on the bedroom doors. 

On the OUTSIDE. The previous owners have moved just across the road and they seem like 

the perfect family. 

Their daughter Amy is beautiful and enigmatic but Tom is sure she's got something to hide. 

And he isn't going to stop until he finds the truth behind those locked doors. . . Will their dream 

home become a nightmare? 

A story of best friends, bad luck and the consequences of breaking the rules in a town built on 

secrets and superstitions. Growing up in Ember Grove, Bitsy Clark knows better than to break 

the rules around the Revelry, the mysterious end-of-year party in the woods. 

So when her best friend, Amy, persuades her to sneak in, Bitsy is full of misgivings. Misgivings 

that she should have listened to, because it's after the Revelry that Bitsy's luck turns and her 

life starts to unravel. 

For Amy it's the opposite, as if she's been blessed with good fortune. 

Soon Bitsy is convinced that the Revelry has tied the two friends together in a curse that only 

she can break... 



 

 

New Additions 

Escape into space with the star-spangled new series from the author of The Extinction Trials, 
perfect for fans of Doctor Who. Get in. Get out. Keep to the task. Leave no trace. Ash Yang 
dreamed of being a starfighter pilot. But when she crashes out of her final test - literally - she 

somehow lands the most powerful job in the universe. 

As Guardian of the Infinity Files she must secretly planet-hop through the galaxies, stealing or 
returning treasures that have the power to stop wars...or start them. But when her home planet 

is the one at war, can she use her new skills to save it? 

"You know, when you live in a time of progress, it seems that progress is the only possible 
way.  The idea that everything we'd gained, all of those hard-won rights, could be taken away 
from us, and that open minds could be closed again?  But then the Outrage 
happened."Welcome to England, where the Protectorate enforces the Public Good. 
Here, there are rules for everything - what to eat, what to wear, what to do, what to say, what 
to read, what to think, who to obey, who to hate, who to love.  Your safety is assured, so long 
as you follow the rules. Gabriel is a natural born rule-breaker. And his biggest crime of all? 
Being gay. Gabriel knows his sexuality must be kept secret from all but his closest friends, not 
only to protect himself, but to protect his boyfriend. Because Eric isn't just the boy who has 
stolen Gabriel's heart.  He's the son of the chief inspector at Degenerate Investigations - the 
man who poses the single biggest threat to Gabriel's life. And the Protectorate are experts at 
exposing secrets. 

THE CHILLING CONCLUSION TO #1 BESTSELLING SERIES THE MAGPIE SOCIETY 

A DEADLY DISAPPEARANCE 

A RACE AGAINST TIME 

And, at the eleventh hour . . . 

A SHOCKING REVELATION 

Audrey and Ivy, determined to bring their fellow student Lola Radcliffe's killer to justice, find 

themselves in the middle of another mystery when a friend disappears in suspicious 

circumstances. 

Their only clue is a mysterious card left by the enigmatic Magpie Society. With time running out 

and the police baffled, Audrey and Ivy must delve deeper than ever into the dark secrets that 

their school is hiding.  But someone is playing a deadly game. And to beat them, Audrey and 

Ivy have to start rewriting the rules...  

A fresh, funny, heartfelt look at this generation's must-win battle: one earth, one chance. It's 

the summer holidays, and thirteen-year-old Luke's life has been turned upside down. 

First his older sister Rose moved 'across the road', where a community of climate rebels is 

protesting the planned airport expansion. 

Then his dad followed her. Dad only went to get Rose back, but now he's out there building 

totem poles, wearing sandals and drinking mead (whatever that is) with the best of them... Can 

Luke save his family when all they want to do is save the planet? 



 

 

New Additions 

Where do you run when there's no one left to trust? 

The stunning follow up to DARK BLUE RISING, the new thriller trilogy from Teri Terry. She 
survived the hurricane and now Tabby is on the run, hoping she can make it to her old friend 

Jago before her pursuers catch her. 

All she has are questions, about the experiments she saw in the basement of her swim 

school...about who - or what -she is. Denzi is also searching for answers after the storm. 

But each time he connects with a survivor, they disappear. The environmental activist group 
The Circle claims responsibility for the hurricane that destroyed Tabby and Denzi's school and 

caused great damage around the world. 

Now they threaten further terror if their demands aren't met. 

A positive and uplifting book for young people who are queer or curious - and their allies 
looking to support them. In this empowering and uplifting book, award-winning podcaster 
Alexis Caught sets out to help queer and curious teenagers explore their LGBTQ+ identity and 
understanding. 
Alongside the author's personal experiences are first-hand stories from notable LGBTQ+ 
figures, providing a inclusive account of what it means to grow up queer. 
With chapters on questioning, coming out, friends and family, love, sex, shame, pride and 
allyship, this is insightful, thoughtful and reassuring book is essential reading for any 
questioning teen and their allies looking to support them. 

THE SECOND TITLE IN THE EXPLOSIVE NEW SERIES BY BESTSELLING AUTHOR 
CHRIS BRADFORD'I saw him die right in front of my eyes.''That you did,' replies Damien. 'But 
you underestimated his power. Tanas is back and stronger than ever . . .'When Genna's 
parents are murdered, the police put the tragedy down to a burglary gone wrong. 
But Genna knows the truth: the Soul Hunters are back and her nightmare is far from over. With 
home no longer safe, she flees to America to find Phoenix, the only one who can help her - or 
so she thinks. 
While searching for her Soul Protector, Genna meets other First Ascendants like her, and Soul 
Warriors tasked with protecting the Light. But the Hunters are on her trail and it's only a matter 
of time before Genna comes face-to-face with their leader once more. 
For Tanas has miraculously incarnated into a new body, and is hungry for her soul. Genna 
must look to her past lives to survive. But how can she defeat Tanas when evil never dies? 

A fresh, funny, heartfelt look at this generation's must-win battle: one earth, one chance. It's 

the summer holidays, and thirteen-year-old Luke's life has been turned upside down. 

First his older sister Rose moved 'across the road', where a community of climate rebels is 

protesting the planned airport expansion. 

Then his dad followed her. Dad only went to get Rose back, but now he's out there building 

totem poles, wearing sandals and drinking mead (whatever that is) with the best of them... Can 

Luke save his family when all they want to do is save the planet? 



 

 

New Additions 

Wonder-kid Jadon Sancho's journey towards stardom has only just begun! Despite being 
born in 2000, and having to move abroad away from family and friends to play football, the 
young man didn't let that get in the way of his dreams. Discover how he grew from shy 
Manchester City youth player to a dazzling winger for Dortmund - full of technique, 
creativity, pace and trickery. And now with his big money move to Manchester United 
complete and a spirited Euro 2020 campaign behind him, the sky is his only limit!  

December 1941; Britain is at war. Emmaline has been evacuated away from the bombs to 
Briar Hill Hospital in Shropshire. When she gets there she discovers a secret. It’s not to be 
shared, not to be told to anyone, even her friend Anna. But she’ll tell you. This is Emmaline’s 
secret. There are winged horses that live in the mirrors of Briar Hill.   

When Danny is kidnapped by Adi - who can run through brick walls and make cars drive on 
water - he realises that all humans are in danger. Adi is part of a super-advanced hive mind, 
the Swarm, which intends to protect the Earth from the environmental catastrophe caused by 
the human race.  

Vetman lives in a cottage outside a sleepy English village, where nobody realises that he's 

saving animals in incredible, bionic ways - except the animals themselves, of course! 

But trouble is brewing... because Vetman's old foe, The Man With No Name, has set up camp 

nearby and plans to poison dogs and cats across the land, ruining Christmas for everyone. 

When Imogen and Findlay stumble across an injured hedgehog and take him to Vetman's 

door, they have no idea that they are about to embark on an important mission to save more 

than just their spiky new friend. 

Together with Vetman and his brave bionic animal clan, they must take down The Man With 

No Name!  



 

 

Reading Achievements 

Congratulations to Seth Mason for achieving his AR Gold Award for 

reading 5 million words. 



Stationery 




