
SCHOOL NEWS 03 September 2020 
 

Dear parents and carers 

Please find below our final communication messages before the start of term next week. 
 
Kind regards 
 
PAN PANAYIOTOU 

HEADTEACHER 

1. Update - Autumn Term Welcome Evenings for parents 

These will take place in the first 2 weeks of the new academic year and will run between 6pm and 

7pm on the following dates: 

Year 7 – 7th September – Welcome to Worthing High School 

Year 11 – 8th September – Getting ready for exams 

Year 10 – 9th September – Welcome to Key Stage 4 

Year 8 – 14th September  - Welcome to Year 8 

Year 9 – 15th September – Welcome to year 9 

Due to the current Government guidance on large group meetings, we are going to make 

a slight change to the planned programme. We will email all parents & carers tomorrow 

with your personal timed entry slot for the evenings above. 

 

 

2. Face Coverings (note 1) 

We are aware that there are varying arrangements across schools in the locality. As a school we 

are, as the guidance stands, not currently recommending students wear a face covering in 

school. There are a number of factors that are associated with safe and hygienic use of face 

coverings that we have listed below. 

1) There are a number of protocols when wearing masks such as washing hands for 20 seconds 

before handling the mask and then washing hands for 20 seconds after wearing a mask which is 

not practicable in a school setting. 

2) If masks become damp, are reused multiple times without being washed, are handled 

inappropriately or placed anywhere other than in a sealed plastic bag once they have been worn 

they may lead to an increase in the transmission rates of COVID-19. 

3) Students would have to ensure they do not place their mask down leading to the mask being 

classified as medical waste which would then need to be disposed of in line with Public Health 

England regulations which is not practicable in our school setting. 

4) Our risk assessment, approved by Trustees, has been thoroughly prepared in the context of 

our particular school setting. 

5) Making masks optional may lead to students not wearing masks being unlawfully challenged 

by other students leading to heightened anxiety for those students unable to access a mask. 

We will be continuing to follow DfE guidance pertaining to the wearing of masks in our school 

and hope that you understand the rationale for our current stance. We thank you in advance for 



your support in getting our students back into school in the most positive and normal way 

possible to enable them to focus on their schoolwork and reconnect with their peers. 

Note 1 - A face covering is defined by Public Health England as, “something which safely covers 

the nose and mouth. Face coverings are not classified as PPE (personal protective equipment) 

which is used in a limited number of settings to protect wearers against hazards and risks, such 

as surgical masks or respirators used in medical and industrial settings”.  

3. Tutor Rooms 

To assist the smooth entry of Year 8-11 students into school on their first day please find below the 

locations of each Tutor Group room. Please can you ensure your son/daughter knows which 

classroom they are going to on their first day.  Please see table below which is also attached to this 

email. 

Year 7 students will go straight to the Millennium Hall on Monday 7th September.  

 

4. Reminder Back to school information for parents, carers and pupils from WSCC & DFE  

We want every pupil in West Sussex to feel confident and ready to return to or start school in 

September. You will find lots of useful information and answers to some questions you may have so 

children, parents and carers and family members are school-ready at the following link: 

 Back to School – WSCC 

Back to School - DFE 

5. STEAM Art Exhibition  
 

Students currently in Year 11 at Worthing High School, had the opportunity to explore marine 

pollution on our coastline and learning why urgent changes are needed to protect our oceans 

and coastlines from plastic pollution. This project was supported by Photoworks, the Marine 

Conservation Society and a range of photographers and scientists. Worthing High took part 

along with, Sir Robert Woodard Academy, Steyning Grammar School, Shoreham Academy and 

Davison High School. 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/fire-emergencies-and-crime/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-and-information/coronavirus-schools-and-education/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak


As a replacement for the exhibition at Ropetackle that sadly had to cancelled in March, we are 

delighted to be showing an edited, online selection of the work made by the students for the 

STEAM project, curated by Juliette Buss.  

Please see the preview here: https://photoworks.org.uk/seas-shoots-and-shores/ 

Funded by Rampion through the Sussex Community Foundation. Photoworks is a national arts 

charity based in Brighton. www.photoworks.org.uk 

It is really inspiring to see the students making such sensitive, and thought provoking visual 

responses to these environmental issues. 

Worthing High School looks forward to creatively collaborating on similar themes in the future. 

Many thanks to everyone involved. 

Ms Hunt  

Subject Leader Art 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fphotoworks.org.uk%2fseas-shoots-and-shores%2f&c=E,1,QfVnap63dBoskD39ykiLLtAozCj3AnlzbXXoCibgQZp5mtQgj7tN5xDa2LqUkOYl_8j7C84_86SJnT2tpF_iKtNGcYM-OkrsgQ58y8q9UlozIzQADPR7&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fphotoworks.org.uk%2fseas-shoots-and-shores%2f&c=E,1,QfVnap63dBoskD39ykiLLtAozCj3AnlzbXXoCibgQZp5mtQgj7tN5xDa2LqUkOYl_8j7C84_86SJnT2tpF_iKtNGcYM-OkrsgQ58y8q9UlozIzQADPR7&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.photoworks.org.uk%2f&c=E,1,uxeyaExsPjnEz79hD4uU5pZ6UHik90yHQa7rVjx3jy4Dtr09VSMgZb6kfAYIuB-xUZl_9BuDn4zdxMeCCFhigIb81I0aXH64a_6OzTi-sU8KCQgmZyc,&typo=1

